Grape Growers Banned From Making Wine!

Congress Permits Companies to Grow Grapes or Make Wine—Not Both

Pretty silly idea, isn't it? But that’s pre-
cisely what Congress is proposing to do in
the red meat industry.

Legislation to ban a meat packer’s ability
to own — or even contract for — livestock is
like telling the U.S. wine industry that its
successful business model is suddenly il-
legal and that winemakers can either grow
the grapes or process the wine, but no
longer can they do both.

The U.S. meat industry produces the most
affordable, most abundant meat supply
in the world. Some meat companies pro-
duce some or all of their livestock supply to
ensure that they get the raw materials they
need for the branded product a consumer
expects. That means every year can be a
prime year for meat quality.

Congress needs to let the market work.
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