
Production Contracts

• 90% of U.S. chickens are raised by farmers who 
own no chickens

• Three-fourths of U.S. turkeys are raised by 
farmers who own no turkeys

• 45% of U.S. hogs are raised by farmers who own 
no hogs

Because of production contracts, many self- 
employed farmers make a living raising livestock and 
poultry without having to own livestock or poultry
Slide Source:  Dr. Ron Plain, University of Missouri, “Why U.S. Animal Agriculture Looks Like It Does,” 
November 2006, National Commission on Industrial Farm Animal Production


